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the principle of co-ordinate predication (samanadhi-
karanya}99 since even in common parlance the body
and the soul are referred to as identical [aham sthulah
etc.) (sl. 24).

The author then refers to the views of the Naiyayika-s
who try to prove the existence of a Supreme
Designer-Architect for this universe through reasoning
alone, (who ultimately turns out to be an efficient cause),
the view of the Mimamsaka-s who do not accept any
such Being as a master of the universe and the view
of others who speak of the "trinity of gods" as equals,
and again the theory of those that Rudra or Hiranyagarbha
or such other gods are the masters of the universe. All
these views, points out Parasara, are set aside by the
smti itself which speaks of Lord Visnu alone as the
ruler of both cii and adt The sruti-s ~ eko ha vai
nar&yana asit,100 patim visvasya^ and so on, make it
clear that all other gods are bound by karman and as
such they cannot be the rulers of the universe. They
further clarify that these gods are of varying degrees
of powers so much so they cannot be called Supreme
(sl. 25). Other gods like Brahma and Siva, argues Parasara,
form part of the creation itself and they act according
to the dictates of Narayana, as declared by srutj-s.102
Further these gods are not known to have manifested
themselves through avatara-s like Visnu.103 Therefore,
they cannot be equated with Lord Narayana. Narayana
is. therefore the unquestioned monarch of the universe
in association with His consort LaksmI (sl. 26).

In the following verses Parasara explains the six
perfections such as jfiana (knowledge), sakti (power),
bala (strength), aisvarya (lordship), virya (energy) and
tejas (effulgence), which always abide by the Lord in
an unsurpassed manner, and which make Him Bhagavan104